
International Development and Global Studies Graduate 
Student Association 

Tuesday, April 14th, 2020 

Opening:  

Shannon Fournier called the meeting to order at the University of Ottawa at 5:34 on Tuesday, 
April 14. 

Present: 

Shannon Fournier 

Kayla Richardson 

Abby Vandzura 

Eric Dupuis 

India Roberts 

Janet McParland 

Jennifer Bonti 

Bryn Coop 

Lukas Van Arragon  

Absent: 

Rebecca Dick 

Étienne Côté Vaillant 

Saoussane Rifai 

Remy Bargout 

Kursheed Sadat 

Gabrielle Marseille 

Approval of Agenda 

Yes. 

Approval of Minutes 

Yes. 

1. Updates 



None 

2. New Business 

2.1. EDIM meetings (Kayla) 

• Joshua Ramish wants to run a virtual coffee meeting or something informal like that for 
PhD students. Susan Spronk suggested we offer to help with that. This would not be for 
Master’s students; we could do one but it would be an entirely different event. 

• Josh should reach out directly to the PhD students, or ask the PhD 
representatives to help. Kayla will send an email to the PhD reps, who were not 
on the call, to see if they want to help.  

• This Executive is getting near the end of their term, and we have to decide what we 
want to do about the future EDIM/SIDGS department meetings. They will be happening 
every two weeks now instead of monthly. If we have any more concerns that we want to 
raise with them, we have to do that soon. We could also let the new Executive take that 
on. 

2.2. AGM and transition 

• Last year we had a meeting with those from the previous Executive to transition in the 
spring. It was very informal and we didn’t talk too much about specifics. We want it to be 
more formalized this year. We want to have a period of a week where we can schedule 
meetings with the new Executives to share how things are done in each role. The old 
and new executive can figure out the meetings between themselves, and it doesn’t have 
to be a big group meeting. 

• People aren’t stepping up for the positions because they aren’t sure what the year 
ahead will look like and don’t want to commit to too much.  

• Shannon doesn’t think we’ll get 12 people to fill all the positions. She has been 
talking to Anglophone first years, and Eric will reach out to Francophone students. 

• Kayla suggests putting our elections dates into the weekly email that is sent out by the 
department.  

• Shannon or Rebecca will put the Form together this weekend for everyone to take a 
look over the weekend.


